
      When I watch movies, like my favorite, Hoosiers, it is so easy for 

me to enter into the story with the underdog team and the star player, 

Jimmy Chitwood. Even though I know what will happen, I watch 

again, wondering if something could be different this time. How would 

the movie be different if Jimmy missed the shot? But sure enough, he 

makes the final basket every time. Hickory wins state, and I get teary. That may seem stupid, 

but that’s what a great story can do, draw us in, invite us to find our place in it.  

      As we step into the Season of Lent, we are invited to step into the story the days leading 

up to Jesus’ death. In our current sermon series, “With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the 

Gospel of Matthew,” we are going to skip ahead and focus on Chapters 21-27.  These chapters are 

filled with acute conflict and intrigue as our king rides into Jerusalem on a donkey on Sunday 

and is brutally executed on Friday. The most heart-wrenching aspect of these chapters is the 

movement of the crowd from yelling, “Hosanna!” to “Crucify!” in just one week. I read it, 

and every time, I wonder if something could be different. And every time, they yell, 

“Crucify!”  

      I read this, and I put myself in the story and ask, “What would I have done?” 

      Ruth Haley Barton writes, “Finding our story in God’s story — placing our stories in the 

context of the larger redemption story — is an important point of integration for us as we 

find ourselves named, revealed, and known in the pages of Scripture.”   

      As we delve into Chapters 21-27, I encourage you to engage in the spiritual practice of 

finding yourself in the story. Invite God to reveal to you the person or group that you sense 

you relate to the most during this season of your life. Invite God to reveal to you the deeper 

truths about yourself in light of your connection with the characters. Ask: Where do I find 

my story overlapping with the story of Jesus’ last days?  What work does God want to do in 

me?  What deep realities can I be thankful for and celebrate? 

      Sisters and Brothers, we have much to learn from our place in the story as we continue to 

follow our Rabbi.  


